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Representative Dan Daley Requests Veto to Save
Standardbred Horse Industry in Florida

 
Tallahassee, Fla. – Today, Representative Dan Daley (D-Coral Springs) sent
a letter to Governor Ron DeSantis (R- Florida) requesting he veto SB 8A to save
an industry which supports over 10,000 Florida families.

Decoupling Standardbred (harness) racing in Florida will mean the end of an industry
that has an estimated economic impact on this state of over $750 million. There are
62 farms and 7 training facilities across the Florida. SB 8A favors out of state gaming
interests over hardworking Florida small business owners.

“Governor, I am the son of a Standardbred horseman. I grew up on the grounds of the
Isle with this industry and the families that depend on it,” Representative Daley
stated in his letter. “While the Standardbred industry may not be as glamorous as the
bigger Thoroughbred industry, these are some of the most dedicated, hardworking
individuals you will ever meet.”
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May 21, 2021 


 
Governor Ron DeSantis 
Executive Office of the Governor 
400 S. Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
      


Re: Veto Senate Bill 8A and Save Standardbred Racing in Florida 
 
Governor DeSantis, 
 
I am writing this letter out of concern for the thousands of Florida families throughout this state 
who depend on the Florida Standardbred (harness) racing industry for their livelihoods. I am 
respectfully asking you to veto Senate Bill 8A (“SB 8A”) that recently passed the Florida 
Legislature during the Special Session on Gaming. 
 
Known as the “Winter Capital of Harness Racing,” the Isle Casino Racing Pompano Park (the 
“Isle”) has provided the sole racing location for these Floridians to enjoy their passion, derive 
income, and belong to a close community that shares their unique way-of-life. As you know, 
currently, the Isle is required under state law to conduct live harness racing for a set number of 
days per year to operate their slot machines and card room. Provisions of SB 8A would “decouple” 
the Isle and the Florida Standardbred Owners and Breeders Association (“FSBOA”) and permit 
the Isle to terminate live racing.  
 
As the sole operating standardbred track in Florida, decoupling will mean the elimination of all 
standardbred racing in this state and deal a devastating blow to not just to 5,000+ Floridians 
directly in the business, but also the estimated 5,000+ ancillary businesses who depend on the 
industry (tack shops, blacksmiths, feed stores, farmers). While the Isle is located in Broward 
County, this is not just a Broward County issue. There are 62 Standardbred farms and 7 training 
facilities (including the largest training facility in North America in De Leon Springs). The 







 
 


   


 


 


Standardbred industry has an estimated economic impact of upwards of $750 million dollars to the 
State of Florida.  
 
Governor, I am the son of a Standardbred horseman. I grew up on the grounds of the Isle with this 
industry and the families that depend on it. For these families, like mine, there are no weekends, 
there are no vacations, it is a 24/7 commitment – for them this is more than a business it is a 
lifestyle. These are good, salt of the earth people, who just want to race their horses and feed their 
families. Harness racing stables are multigenerational family-owned small businesses (the 
definition of “mom and pop” establishments). These families are not political, they do not have 
campaign war chests to throw money at elected officials, and they do not hold much political clout 
in Tallahassee. While the Standardbred industry may not be as glamorous as the bigger 
Thoroughbred industry, these are some of the most dedicated, hardworking individuals you will 
ever meet.  
 
Some will tell you that the Standardbred industry in Florida is dying. This is simply not the case. 
During this last racing season, which ended three weeks ago, the Isle’s handle reached more than 
$81 million dollars. $81 million dollars in 108 days – this was a record season in the Isle’s 57-year 
history. Some will also tell you that the Isle has no interest in terminating live racing at the property 
based on this record year. I wish that were the case, however, the owners of the Isle have already 
filed an application with the Department of Business and Professional Regulation to convert their 
harness racing permit to a summer jai alai permit (action that is the subject of ongoing litigation 
by the FSBOA), and already filed a planning and zoning application to redevelop the property 
without the racetrack. The Isle was so confident that they were going to be able to terminate the 
livelihoods of these Floridian’s that they have spent time and money pursuing a redevelopment of 
the racetrack. 
 
Governor, I believe in fairness and equity and hope that you do as well. SB 8A decoupled 
Standardbreds, quarter horses, and jai alai, but left Thoroughbreds paired with their operators. This 
is a double standard that picks winners and losers in this State. While I wholeheartedly support the 
Thoroughbred industry and all that it means to Florida, I fail to see why they are more important 
or vastly different in circumstance than the Standardbreds. These Standardbred families are not 
second-class citizens because their sport looks different than the Thoroughbreds and should not be 
treated as such. 
 
I also believe that the Standardbred industry should remain coupled because that was the deal that 
was made with them 15 years ago. When the Isle wanted to install slot machines and needed the 
horsemen’s help in getting the ballot initiative passed in Broward, they promised increased purses, 
improved facilities, and more promotion of the racing and the sport to help growth. All these 
promises, and then some, have been broken by the Isle. Since the day slot machines were approved, 
the Isle has tried to starve this industry out of existence so they could claim a hardship and do away 
with live racing.  
 
With striking similarity, the Isle has used the same playbook as the one utilized against the 
underdog Cleveland Indians in the hit classic Major League. Starve them out and get rid of them 
at the end of the season – and yet these horsemen, like the protagonists in Major League, have 
persevered and set records in the process. Race purses pale in comparison to those at other 







 
 


   


 


 


racetracks across the country, the stable area is all but uninhabitable, and the Isle has done their 
best to drive traffic away from the racetrack. By way of example, if you walk through the front 
doors of the casino, you would be hard-pressed to locate the racetrack on a live racing night.  
 
Finally, I am respectfully requesting that you veto this bill because no one asked for it, not even 
the owner of the Isle, and signing this bill would be a nail in the coffin for the Standardbred industry 
in Florida. Prior to this legislation, the FSBOA was in good faith negotiations with the Isle to 
discuss a long-term exit strategy from the property that would have included the rights to the racing 
permit as well as purse pool money that could help the FSBOA conduct harness racing in a 
different part of the state. Those negotiations, and the deal which had been offered, were pulled 
off the table as soon as this legislation was filed. In passing SB 8A, the Florida Legislature inserted 
itself between the two parties and handpicked a winner – simply because the Isle has the campaign 
contribution budget and political clout to make it so.  
 
Governor, I know you are a man of deep faith. In the fight between David and Goliath, I ask that 
you join me on the side of David. Veto SB 8A and protect thousands of Floridians against the 
redevelopment interests of a Nevada gaming company.   
 
 
Best, 
  


 
 
Dan Daley  
Florida House of Representatives 
1301 The Capitol 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 
 






